
What is PCOM OneSearch? 

PCOM OneSearch is an online tool that allows you to simultaneously search the PCOM catalog 
and almost 50 licensed databases.  It is a discovery tool; you will no doubt find valuable 
information in databases and collections you do not routinely search. 

What are the advantages of using OneSearch? 

In addition to offering simultaneous search capability and exposure to new resources, OneSearch 
supports searching of databases by nine broad categories (Alternative Medicine, Behavioral 
Sciences, Education, Medicine & Health Sciences, and others). When you apply a category filter, 
you are searching in databases identified by library staff as particularly relevant to that area of 
interest. 

How do I search? 

Enter search terms and criteria (keyword, title, author, etc), and how they should be combined 
(And/Or). Limit by date if desired. Select a Subject Category. 

 

How do search results display? 

The default display is grouped by database. Databases that return results faster appear at the top 
of the list.   Depending upon the search, the database display will vary.  



 

How can I display the most relevant articles first? 

To display the most relevant articles, change the Result display mode from “Grouped” (by 
database) to “Relevancy-ranked.” 

 

When I display by relevancy, how can I tell what database the result is from?

Source information is usually indicated at the end of a citation.  When you have printed your 
results or finished viewing them, closing a database will return you to the initial results list.  This 
list will display the title of the article/image viewed and the database in which it is located. 



 

I want to search a specific database. How do I do that? 

OneSearch provides direct access to each database title.  You may locate a specific database title 
by using the alphabetic index. Clicking on the database title will provide you with a direct link to 
that site. 



 

Why do some databases display more results than others? 

Each database has its own display default.  Some databases may initially display 10 results, 
others 25.  Clicking on “Next Set” will provide additional results if available. 

How do I save my results? 



 

Can I export directly to RefWorks? 

 

Why isn’t every database available for combined searching? 

OneSearch’s ability to search many databases at the same time requires that each of them have 
special search programming; not all databases have this feature. You can still search individual 
databases directly, by clicking on the link to that database and searching on the site itself. 



Why do I need to enter my Network User ID and Password to see the results in OneSearch 
from off- campus? 

Most licensing restrictions set by databases vendors focus on authenticating users as valid 
members of the licensing institution.  By entering your User ID and Password, the system can 
verify that you are a member of the PCOM community. 

Where can I ask additional questions? 

E-mail: library@pcom.edu or call 215-871-6470 
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