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Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine and Wachovia Foundation Team up to Empower Youth

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine received a $50,000 grant from the Wachovia Foundation to provide complete physicals, including psychological referrals, to youth participating in the Youth Empowerment Centers in West and North Philadelphia.

“We are very pleased to be able to assist PCOM in helping these youth who are working hard to create better lives for themselves,” says Vikram Dewan, regional president for Philadelphia. The goal of the Youth Empowerment Centers is to ensure that all of Philadelphia's youth have the tools and opportunities they need to succeed in the workforce. Each center enrolls approximately 250 youth who receive GED education, job counseling and job placement assistance. The ultimate goal is for the youth to secure employment. “Once the youth have a successful job interview,” explains Dewan, “they often need a pre-employment physical. Most of the youth do not have primary care physicians, nor are they insured or financially able to pay for a physical, and that’s where PCOM comes in.”

PCOM operates a community healthcare center on Lancaster Avenue in West Philadelphia that, with financial support from Wachovia, will provide physicals, including any necessary lab work, over the course of the year to approximately 145 youths from the Empowerment Centers. The PCOM Healthcare Center – Lancaster Avenue Division is one of four urban healthcare centers the College operates in Philadelphia. In addition to healthcare, the Centers provide the communities in which they are located with a variety of services to help the communities thrive. The Centers are also training facilities for the College’s medical and psychology students who also serve as role models to youth who are treated there.

 For more than a century, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine has trained highly competent, caring physicians, health practitioners and behavioral scientists who practice a "whole person" approach, treating people, not just symptoms. PCOM offers the doctor of osteopathic medicine degree and graduate programs in psychology, physician assistant studies, forensic medicine, organizational development and leadership, and biomedical sciences.  Our students learn the importance of health promotion, education and service to the community and, through PCOM's five Healthcare Centers, provide care to the medically underserved populations in inner city and rural locations. 
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