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PCOM White Coat Ceremony Marks New Beginnings

WHO:
First-year Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine Students

WHAT:
White Coat Ceremony during which first-year medical students are “cloaked” (receive their first white lab coats) and read their Vision Statement. 

WHEN:
Friday, August 12, 10:00 a.m.

WHERE:
Hilton Hotel, 4200 City Avenue, Philadelphia

WHY:
The White Coat Ceremony is designed to establish a psychological contract for beginning medical students that stresses the importance of caring for patients as well as curing patients. A tradition at most medical colleges, the first White Coat Ceremony was initiated by The Arnold P. Gold foundation, a public, not-for-profit charity dedicated to fostering humanism in medicine. “To a physician, understanding the emotional needs of a patient should be as important as knowledge of physical anatomy,” says Gold. 

The physician’s white coat has been a part of the profession since the 19th Century. The concept originated from the operating room’s white coat, and has served as a visual symbol of the profession that stands for the need to balance excellence in science with compassionate caring for the patient.

For more than a century, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine has trained highly competent, caring physicians, health practitioners and behavioral scientists who practice a "whole person" approach, treating people, not just symptoms. PCOM offers the doctor of osteopathic medicine degree and graduate programs in psychology, physician assistant studies, forensic medicine, organizational development and leadership, and biomedical sciences.  Our students learn the importance of health promotion, education and service to the community and, through PCOM's five Healthcare Centers, provide care to the medically underserved populations in inner city and rural locations.
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