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Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine Awards Top Honors


Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine honors the founders of the College, Oscar John Snyder, DO and Mason Wiley Pressly, DO, each January with the observance of Founders´ Day. The O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal is the College´s highest award, presented to reward and recognize leadership to the osteopathic profession and to the College. The Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal is presented to the student who is recognized by students, faculty and the administration as "Student DO of the Year." The recipient is honored for outstanding achievement and service to the College, the community and the osteopathic profession. 


The recipient of this year's O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal is Carol A. Fox, associate vice president of enrollment management. For 37 years, Ms. Fox has demonstrated vision, commitment and unwavering dedication to the College. By developing and implementing comprehensive recruitment and retention plans to meet the evolving enrollment goals of the College, she has ensured PCOM's strong future. Her commitment to osteopathic medicine and its philosophy has strengthened her connection with each PCOM student she meets and the relationships she has formed with PCOM alumni have built a strong bridge between the College's present and its future.  

Nicholas Bower, a fourth-year medical student, is this year's Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal recipient. Mr. Bower is pursuing a life of service in community health and preventative medicine. As a second-year student, Mr. Bower founded a non-profit organization to help students make medical service trips and complete clerkships in underserved areas of Ecuador. So far, 14 students have completed clerkships or fulfilled electives in various specialties in Ecuador. Eventually, Mr. Bower hopes to fulfill his vision of creating a community health center to provide inpatient and outpatient care within the slums of Guayaquil, Ecuador's largest city. 
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