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Two Receive PCOM’s Top Honors

The annual observance of Founders’ Day honors the founders of PCOM: Oscar John Snyder, DO and Mason Wiley Pressly, DO.  The O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal is the College's highest award, presented to reward and recognize leadership to the osteopathic profession and to the College. The Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal is presented to the student who is recognized by students, faculty and the administration as "Student DO of the Year."

John P. Simelaro, DO '71
O. J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient

John P. Simelaro, DO '71, is an institution at PCOM. His career in academic medicine has spanned more than three decades and touched the lives of virtually every student who has attended PCOM during his tenure. He is a ten-time winner of the PCOM Teacher of the Year Award as well as a recipient of the Lindback Foundation Award for Distinguished Teaching. Many students have benefited from the Gina M. Simelaro Memorial Scholarship established by Dr. Simelaro in honor of his late daughter.

Among his many accomplishments, Dr. Simelaro takes pride in having established the College's division of pulmonary medicine and in his clinical research in pulmonary pharmaceuticals, particularly drugs to treat asthma.

Throughout his career, Dr. Simelaro has stayed on the cutting edge of medicine through his involvement in many professional organizations. A fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Internists, he served on that organization's board of directors for 12 years. He 
is also a fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the American College of Chest Physicians, and the American College of Angiology, and a member of the Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association.

Jessica Yahnert Masser (DO '07)
Mason W. Pressly Memorial 

"I was born to be an osteopathic physician," says Jessica Yahnert Masser (DO '07). "Ever since I was five years old, I've wanted to be the kind of doctor who really cares about her patients and puts her whole heart into making them better." 

Now finishing her final year of an osteopathic manipulative medicine (OMM) fellowship, she has discovered that, in addition to becoming an osteopathic physician, she wants to help teach the next generation. She plans to complete a residency in family medicine plus one year in Neuromuscular Medicine (NMM). This will enable her to be double board certified with the emphasis of her practice on OMM. 

"I find it amazing to be able to use my hands to help people feel so much better," says 
Mrs. Masser, who also received the Louisa B. Smith Memorial Scholarship awarded each year to a female student who shows outstanding capability and strong motivation in osteopathic philosophy. "With OMM, I can help people who no one else has been able to help."

