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Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine’s Center for Chronic Disorders of Aging Receives $2 Million Endowment
The Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine’s Center for Chronic Disorders of Aging (CCDA) has received a $2 million endowment from the Osteopathic Heritage Foundation to advance the work of the Center. The Columbus based Osteopathic Heritage Foundation promotes quality of life, community health, osteopathic medical education and research through targeted funding initiatives, research sponsorships and endowments. The endowment is named in honor of three PCOM alumni: Ruth E. Purdy, DO ‘50, George O. Faerber, DO ‘61 and Peter E. Johnston, DO ‘59, all of whom are also associated with the Foundation. The College has provided a 25 percent match of $500,000 to the endowment.
The mission of the CCDA is to improve the quality of life for all individuals suffering from age-related chronic diseases and disorders by supporting and facilitating collaborative research and educational programs. The CCDA provides opportunities for osteopathic medical students, residents and graduate students in numerous disciplines to work closely with researchers in addressing the most pressing needs of aging individuals with chronic conditions.  
The Center supports basic and applied investigations into areas such as Alzheimer's disease, osteoporosis, obesity, gingivitis, hypertension, inflammation, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, reperfusion injury, rheumatoid arthritis and spinal cord injury, among others.
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“Modern medicine is enabling people to live longer, but longer life results in an increase in age-related chronic diseases,” explains the Center’s basic science director, Brian Balin, PhD. “Chronic conditions may originate at any point in one's life span, and therefore, these processes must be studied from birth to the end of life.”
The CCDA’s clinical research director, Michael Kuchera, DO, stresses that while the CCDA addresses chronic disorders, it does so within the framework of health promotion and prevention. “We have an obligation to explore measures to prevent or slow disorders that reduce vitality or quality of life. We intend to reach beyond the institution's walls to collaborate with city, state and national researchers and to be a resource for information on the latest advances in the clinical application of research findings. The underlying principle guiding the Center’s activities is that although the risk of disease and disability clearly increases with advancing age, poor health is not an inevitable consequence of aging.”  

“The Osteopathic Heritage Foundation has been impressed with the rich tradition and quality programming at Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, “ said Richard Vincent, President and Chief Executive of the Foundation. “The work of Dr. Balin and others at the Center align with the Foundation’s mission and we are pleased to provide funding to support work directed to age-related chronic diseases.”

For more information about the Osteopathic Heritage Foundation and its funding priorities, visit its Web site at www.osteopathicheritage.org. 

For more information about the CCDA and ways to promote healthy aging in your own life and within the community, visit the Center’s Web site at www.ccda-pcom.org.
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For more than a century, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine has trained highly competent, caring physicians, health practitioners and behavioral scientists who practice a "whole person" approach, treating people, not just symptoms. PCOM offers the doctor of osteopathic medicine degree and graduate programs in psychology, physician assistant studies, forensic medicine, organizational development and leadership, and biomedical sciences.  Our students learn the importance of health promotion, education and service to the community and, through PCOM's five Healthcare Centers, provide care to the medically underserved populations in inner city and rural locations. 
###
