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"OPENINGREMARKS

Dear Alumni and Friends,

The contents of this issue of Digest reflect the high level
of excellence at which the instructional, research and service
missions of the College continue to be achieved. PCOM’s
collective efforts, and those of its alumni, Inspire optimisim
and confidence.
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expanded the breadth of their practices through alternative
disciplines and by responding to the needs of the underserved.
Their parallel pursuits promote unique views of the human
condition that medicine alone cannot provide. Whartever their
mix ol treatment, tesearch, and medical education, they infuse
care of their patients with genuine caring for their patients,
Their stories are gratifying tributes to the osteopathic
tradition—a rradition that is rooted in connectedness.

Noteworthy as well are the research contributions of
John I Simelaro, DO 71, professor and chair of internal
medicine, to the ongoing clinical assessments of omalizumab,
a humanized antibody recenty approved by the FDA. To dare,
omalizumab has shown promise for patients atfecred by
maoderare to severe allergic asthma.

Finally, PCOM acknowledges with grear sadness the pass-
ing on June 9, 2003, of master reacher and longrime friend
Robert L. Meals, DO "56. Dr. Meals was a beloved member
of the PCOM communiry for over 40 years—as a studenr,

intern, resident, clinician and fun-loving radiology professor.

The impact of his life and service ro the College is vast; the love Dr. Meals engendered throughour PCOM
will be among his greatest legacies,

I thank you tor your continued interest in and sUpport of the College.

‘With warmest regards,

e Ak

Marthew Schure, PhD
President and Chiet Executive Officer
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UNCOMMON CALLINGS

In their commitment to the practice of
medicine, several PCOM alumni have
embraced uncommeon callings. Theirs are
dual passions for medicine and the fine
arts, religion and narure [C. Arthur
Myers, DO ’58, MPH:; Donald R.
Stoltz, DO "61; Jon O'Brien, 5], STD,
DO 75, JD; and Irwin Rothman,
VMD, DO *51]. For others, personal
passions have led to the service of rare
patient populations [John P. Tortu, DO
'00; Laura Robin, DO "88, MPH; and
John D. Verna, MS, PA-C "01].

TAKE A DEEP BREATH

For more than a year, John P. Simelaro, DO
1, pmfcﬂur and chair of internal medicine,
has been involved in follow-up clinical
research of omalizumab, the first IgE blocker
in the United Stares and the first biologic
therapy for the treatment of moderate to
severe allergic asthma. To date, the drug is
showing positive results,

REMEMBERING DR. MEALS

Robert L. Meals, DO °56, professor and
academic chair, radiology, was the genuine
article—a one-of-a-kind teacher/physician who
exuded a kind of enchantment that transformed
traditional learning into something better. His
soul, his life and his work will never be forgoten.
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N THE COVER
Jobn B Tortu, DO 00, ha
expanded his OMM medical prac-
tice e inclide the trearment of
Amislh and Mennenive poprlations
int Lancaster Conny. Like other
PCOM aluwmni, Dr. Toriu has
linked an wunconnmon calling with
AR HRATETING contmiiment to the
practice of medicine,

DEPARTMENTS

PCOM UPDATES & KUDOS
Updares on Georgia Campus -
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine; 2005 Commencements;
Robert M. Schwartz, Esq., appoint-
ed to Board of Trustees; AOA visit
yields ourstanding resules; direcrors of
the Center for Chronic Disorders of
Aging named; physicals tor high
school athletes; Follies fun; L{nrt'Ic:]J—
ment acriviries; and more,

CLASS NOTES

Current professional endeavors and
achievements of PCOM alumni; [
Memaoriam with a special remem-
brance of Michael F Avallone, Sr.,
DO 59; and profiles of Michael
Dettorre, DO "86; Juk L. Ting, DO
'95; Abby Jacobson, PA 01; and
Didi Omiyi, MS/ Biomed '04.

ESSAY

Phillip John Prest (DO "08), pon-
ders the humanism inherent in osteo-
pathic medicine-and discovers an
atfirmarion afrer the completion of
his first-year studies at PCOM.
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"PCOMUPDATES

GEORGIA CAMPUS OPENS ITS DOORS

Creargia State Representative Terry Coleman, Health Care
Consiltant Panl Shanor and University of Georgia
Pre-Med Advisar Alar L.H."s_{_.lr.'}.l'rf ronr GA-PCOM,

Nor only did Georgia
Campus — Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic
Medicine welcome its
first class of osteopathic
medical students on
August 10, but digni-
taries of all stripes have
been visiting the new
CAMpPUS Since spring,
Meore than 85 political,
educarional, business and
civic leaders atrended a
sneak preview of the
campus at an open-house
barbeque in May. Among,
those in attendance
were Georgia State
Representative and
Speaker Emeritus of cthe
House Terry Coleman,

and Gwinnetr County Commissioner Chairman Charles Bannister, both of
whom have been outspoken in their support of the College. In June,

executives from the AOA toured the campus.

In additional Georgia Campus news. the College is now able o offer

GA-PCOM students full military scholarships.

A tormal ribbon curting and dedicarion ceremonies for the branch

campus are planned for the fall.

Panl Evans, DO 79, vice dean and chief academic officer GA-PCOM, rakes
AOA leaders or a tour of the new campus, From left arve Jobn Crosby, [D,
execnrive divector, AQA; George Thomas, DO, former AQA president; and

Philip Shestles, DO, AQA president.
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